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Climate Change Efforts

¸CECAC process

¸Legislative Activities

¸DHEC ñLead by Exampleò



Climate Energy Commerce Advisory 
Committee

¸Created by Executive Order 

ïñéas a proactive step toward addressing climate and 

energy policy é before being saddled with costly 

future mandates from Washington, D.C.ò 

ïñ...ideas consistent with market principles rather than 

simple government dictateò 

¸ 30-member policy committee supported by 5 

technical workgroups 

¸Near-unanimous approval of 50 policies focused 

on mitigation, one on adaptation and vulnerability



SC GHG inventory and projections

¸ GHG emissions grew by 39 % between 1990 and 

2005, twice the national average of 16 %, while the 

stateôs per-capita emissions increased 15 % over the 

same time frame. 

¸ GHG emissions were projected to increase 87% by 

2025 over 1990 levels.

¸ Residential, Commercial and Industrial activities are 

associated with half (about 59%) of the stateôs gross 

GHG emissions in 2005.



Policy Goal & Quantification

¸ 38 policies were quantified for emission reductions, 
cumulatively reducing emissions by about 55 
MMtCO2e in 2020.

¸ CECAC set this reduction as the stateôs voluntary, 
economy-wide goal éwhich in effect would reduce 
GHG emissions 5% below 1990 emissions by 2020.

¸ 33 policies were analyzed for primary cost or cost 
savings. 

ïAlthough the total net cost associated with the 33 
policies is estimated at about $1.6 billion between 
now and 2020, the weighted-average cost-
effectiveness of the 33 policies is estimated to 
be approximately $5/tCO2e reduced.



CECAC Report écurrent status

¸Received by Governor, no specific 
policy endorsement yet

¸ Budget has been primary focus of 
Legislature this year

¸Groups of policies may be advanced 
by related interests



CECAC Report écurrent status

¸Local governments regard  policies and 

analyses as options for pursuing  for 

many reasons

¸NGOs have adopted policy elements as 

legislative priorities for the 2009-2010 

legislative session



SC HOUSE RESOLUTION 4766

STATE AGENCIES MUST PREPARE 

ENERGY CONSERVATION PLANS 

IN ORDER TO MEET AN ENERGY 

CONSUMPTION REDUCTION 

GOAL OF 1 PERCENT PER YEAR 

TO ACHIEVE 20 PERCENT BY 2020, 

USING 2000 AS A BASELINE YEAR.



Proposed Legislation

¸ S547 relating to energy efficiency resource 

standard; creates a simple, market-based 

mechanism to encourage more efficient use 

of electricity and natural gas

¸ S.232 relating to the state energy policy and 

definition of the renewable energy

¸ S.10 & H.3290 relating to tax 

credits/exemptions for machinery used in 

production of renewable energy



Proposed Legislation contôd.

¸ S.9, requires state agencies to establish 

energy efficiency and renewable goals 

and to conduct audits of energy, water 

and waste water use  

¸H.3550: Energy Standard Act ïrelated to 

residential energy efficiency goals 

¸H.3628: related to development of a state 

renewable energy plan

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess118_2009-2010/bills/9.htm
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess118_2009-2010/bills/3628.htm


Lead by Example

¸DHEC Green Team

¸ The Climate Registry

¸Computer Energy Use Study

¸Change the World Campaign



ÅIn December 2008, the DHEC 

Executive Management Team 

created the Green Team to 

identify areas where DHEC 

can conserve resources and 

reduce energy consumption.

ÅProvides Accountability

ÅReduces operating costs

ÅSaves GHG emissions

ÅState Government ñLead by 

Exampleò

The SC DHEC Green Team



¸A committee comprised of selected 
employees who evaluate ways the 
agency can ñgo green.ò

¸Members of the agency submit ideas to 
be evaluated by the Green Team.

¸The Green Team evaluates, reports to 
upper management, then helps to 
implement.

The SC DHEC Green Team



The Climate Registry

¸DHEC continues to 

participate in The Climate 

Registry: 

ïImplement GHG inventory 

& forecast function

ïReport to TCR



The Cost of Leaving Computers On

Annual Kilowatt-Hours Used by SC DHEC Computers on Nights and 

Weekends
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To Put it in Perspective

¸ From an air quality perspective, DHEC staff changing from logging 
off computers to turning off the power strip was the equivalent of 
removingé

255 cars from the road!


