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Todayõs Topics

ÂConsiderations in selecting a tool

ÂTypes of tools, from simple to complex

ÂWhy you would implement a complex system

ÂConsiderations in NC and SC
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Emissions Inventory Tools

ÂHow to pick a tool?

ÂLevel of complexity

ÂMoney available for project

ÂPurpose or goal of tool/need for added 

functionality

ÂRegulatory drivers (other than requirement to do 

annual inventory)

ÂLevel of corporate oversight
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Inventory Tools ðIn the Beginning
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A Step up from Pencil/Paper
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When to use Simple Tools

Â Pencil/Paper ðprobably not the best choice

Â Simple facilities ðfew sources, few compounds to report

ÂDonõt need fancy format

ÂDonõt need to email it anywhere

Â Excel Workbook

Â Can handle one, more complex facility at a time

Â Easier to update calculations every year, but also easier to 
make mistakes across cells since calculations not automated

Â Hard to Quality Assure (research finds +90% in error)

Â E-mail it to corporate for their files

Â Low cost to implement
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Next Step Up

ÂCustom MS Access based systems

ÂCan interface with plant data historian to 

automatically pull in production data

ÂCan keep the history of changes to emission 

factors/sources

ÂCan hold a lot more data than Excel

ÂCan produce custom reports

ÂCan query the database for a specific subset of data

ÂCan store source information

ÂMore functionality without additional software 
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MS Access Example
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MS Access Example Report
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High End Systems

ÂThere are commercial off the shelf systems that 

can do emissions inventories and much more

ÂESP opsEnvironmental - www.esp-net.com

ÂESS - www.ess-home.com

ÂEnviance ðwww.enviance.com

ÂActual emissions, potential emissions, 

forecasting, GHG inventory, TRI, etc.
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Cost Considerations
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Fixed Costs (Design/Planning/Management)


