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Presentation Overview

¸Permit Streamlining Regulations

¸Expedited Review Pilot Program
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Permit Streamlining Regulations

¸Became effective May 25, 2007

¸Purpose:

ÅReduce time and resources for minor 

construction projects and modifications to 

existing sources

ÅIncrease operational flexibility for facilities
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Summary of Regulation Changes

¸ On-site activities allowed prior to obtaining permit

¸ Construction permit exemptions

¸ Construction permit applications

¸ Operating permit requests

¸ General construction permits

¸ Registration permits

¸ Transfer of ownership

¸ Public participation

¸ Miscellaneous changes/clarifications
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On -site Activities Allowed Prior to 

Obtaining A Construction Permit**

¸ Planning

¸ Engineering and design

¸ Geotechnical investigation

¸ Site land clearing and grading

¸ Setting up temporary trailers

¸ Ordering equipment and materials

¸ Receipt and storing of equipment

¸ Pouring of the foundation up to and including the mounting 
pads and slab on grade

¸ Relocation of utilities

¸ For existing sources, relocation/installation of piping, electrical 
services and instrumentation

**Does not apply to federal permit programs with specific definitions of begin/commence 
construction (i.e., PSD, NSPS, NESHAP)
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Construction Permit Exemptions

¸Expanded list of exemptions:
ÅAdded boilers and space heaters < 10 million 

BTU/hr burning only virgin gas fuels

ÅAdded generators > 150kW designated for 

emergency use only and operated < 500 
hours/year for testing and maintenance

ÅAdded exemption for total uncontrolled SO2, 

CO, and NOx emissions < 1 lb/hr
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Construction Permit Exemptions

¸Authority for BAQ to expand exemption 

list outside of regulation

ÅMaintain a list of exempt activities

ÅPublish in SC State Register periodically

ÅFacilities can request case-by-case 

exemptions for activities similar to those on 
list (see Section II(B)(5) for information 

needed)
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Construction Permit Exemptions

¸Written request for exemptions no longer 
required; no Department pre-approval 
required 
ÅDepartment strongly encourages facilities to keep 

records, emission calculations on site to be made 
available to inspectors

ÅMay have to include exempted equipment in 
operating permit requests for modeling purposes
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Construction Permit Applications

¸Regulations revised to reflect additional 

information needed to process permits   

¸Revised construction permit forms to 

match regulations (more detailed forms)

¸New forms required to be used since 

October 2007
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Operating Permit Requests

¸ Request operating permit within 15 days after initial 

startup

¸ New requirement: owner/operator or PE must certify 

construction was completed in accordance with permit 

issued, or submit list of modifications with operating 

permit request prior to commencing operation

¸ Request of minor operating permit renewals due 90 

days prior to expiration of permit

ÅAdded list of requirements for operating permit renewal 

requests
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General Construction Permits

¸New regulations give flexibility to issue 

general construction permits

ÅMore appropriate for sources with similar 

requirements, permits issued frequently

ÅSimplified application form

ÅPossible examples:  NSPS boilers, storage 
vessels, etc.

ÅProgram under development
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Registration Permits

¸ Intended for source categories with many affected 
facilities, small emitters

¸ Source categories where periodic audits or 
compliance assistance may be more appropriate 
than regular inspections, small businesses
ÅPossible self-certification compliance approach

¸ Possible examples:  dry cleaners, auto body shops 

¸ Currently identifying source categories to develop 
program
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Transfer of Ownership

¸Request needed from both parties

¸Added information needed with request
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Public Participation

¸ EQC Priority Area

¸ Gives BAQ authority to notify citizens of 
activities that donôt require public notice

¸ Gives BAQ flexibility to use more than just 
newspapers to notify citizens of proposed 
projects
ÅFlyers

ÅWebsite

ÅMailing List
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Miscellaneous 

Changes/Clarifications

¸ Extended life of construction permit from 12 
months to 18 months

ÅConstruction must begin within 18 months of 
permit effective date

¸ Clarified requirements for conditional major 
operating permits and synthetic minor 
construction permits

¸ Minor changes to various state-only 
regulations
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New Regulations have helped é

¸Save industry and BAQ time and 
resources

¸Clarify permitting process

¸Provide better permit applications

¸Minimize incomplete applications

¸ Issue better permits quicker 

¸Better compliance
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